
OLVER ANNOUNCES $710,000 GRANT FOR CITY OF HOLYOKE AND WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
July 14, 1999

  

FUNDING WILL BUILD THE HOLYOKE LATINO PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS                CENTER

Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the U.S. Department of Commerce°s Economic Development                Administration has awarded the city of Holyoke and the Western Massachusetts                Hispanic Chamber of Commerce a $710,000 grant to renovate a six                story 32,000 square foot building, and an adjacent two-story 13,000                square foot annex for use as a multi-tenant building to be known                as the Holyoke Latino Professional Business Center.              

Congressman Olver worked closely with the Western Massachusetts                Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and with Holyoke Mayor Szostkiewicz                to garner support for this project.  Olver also lobbied at                the federal level by communicating with Paul Raetsch, Regional Director                of EDA, to ensure that the grant application was favorably received.              

œThe new Hispanic business center will bring together a variety                of people and services in a concerted effort to demonstrate the                value and contribution of the Hispanic professional community,”                Olver said. œFinally, this grant will enable the project to move                forward, thus stimulating private investment and creating new jobs.”              

Olver continued, œThis funding would not have happened without                the commitment by Mayor Szostkiewicz and Daniel Torres of the Western                Mass Hispanic Chamber. Their energy and vision mobilized the community                and encouraged the EDA to invest in a Hispanic center that would                benefit the entire region.”              

The new Holyoke Latino Professional Business Center will be a one-stop                service center including education and community development programs             
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